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August 30, 2019 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  None 

 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress: 
 

Assistant City Manager, Natalie Dean reports:  The Neighborhood Enhancement Grant program 

celebrated the kick-off for its first project this morning!  I met with Mr. and Mrs. Clendenin of 308 

Henry Street and Ian Edwards, from Rectitude construction, to sign the contract to rebuild the 

Clendenin’s front porch.   You will begin to see construction the week of September 23rd.   The 

second project kick-off will take place on Tuesday, September 4th at 403 3rd Street where the 

recipients will receive a newly paved driveway and new landscaping. 

The second community open house took place last night at the Business Center of Southwest 

Michigan.  Approximately 25 residents came to the meeting to hear about the housing initiative, as 

well as to share their opinions on the city’s priority redevelopment projects and other topics.  Many 

residents commented that they were happy to attend because they hadn’t had the chance to see the 

Business Center yet.   Both events, to date, have been a success! 

 

Steve Allen reports on this week’s code enforcement activities: 

This week’s, overall, code enforcement activities included: 70 inspections 

Weeds/Grass (city’s contractor mowed) = 15 

Weeds/Grass (complied after receiving notice) = 1 

Weeds/Grass (new citations served) = 12 

Blight (new citations served) = 11 

 Blight re-inspect still open = 1 

 Blight closed = 6 

            Abandon auto (new citations served) = 10 

            Abandon auto re-inspect (still open) = 3 

            Abandon auto closed = 4 

            Dead tree removals = 3 

            Dead tree still open = 1 

            Pool violation resolved = 1  

            Zoning permits closed = 2 

 



Airport Manager Oscar Azevedo reports - The dreaded, public plumbing enemy #1 has also 

afflicted the airport terminal building. "Flushable wet wipes" along other un-flushable materials, 

rendered the ejection pump un-operational.   

Ace Plumbing and Electrical of 

Stevensville, installed a 

temporary pump so that the 

restrooms where available over 

the weekend, and completed 

the repair by Tuesday morning. 

While on site, they also 

performed water valves testing 

and inspection and repaired 

outside GFI plugs- needed for 

overnight flyers to power 

engine heaters in the winter. 

 

On behalf of MDOT-Aeronautics, contractors completed two 

long days and one night of pavement crack sealing. The project 

was thoroughly executed, with double passes in all needed areas, 

and after multiple years of our requests, all the taxiways and 

apron surfaces where done.  

Un-mowed and unfarmed acres of tall vegetation with more than 

10 years growth cycle, were addressed by Vic Cuthbert, 

improving not only safety visibility but also appearance.                     

Just in time for the upcoming fly-in, September 21st. 

 

Department of Public Service Director, Chad Tyrakowski Despite several vacations and 

illnesses, we moved forward with many projects this week.  The remaining portion of Center St. 

that had been cut - was removed, and the street and approaches were compacted and filled with 

millings.  Contractors were on-site to bid the curb, approach, and sidewalk replacement associated 

with the water and double-sewer tap project.  We also had contractors in to assess the roof at 143 S. 

Front and are now awaiting quotes. 

Ferguson live-tapped a second 2” corp (water) valve into a 12” main on Franklin St. requested by the 

school for Alumni Field.  Our crews installed the line, valve, and set a new meter/valve pit for this tap, 

and also removed the old pit for the original service.  It will be replaced with a new structure and relocated. 



 

Lift-station issues included removing a pump for 

assessment at C4, removing two dish rags from N. Lowe, 

cleaning and removing rags from Pokagon, continuing 

VFD issues at A1, and running generators due to an AEP 

equipment failure that caused an outage to half of Indian 

Lake.  With the electric crew having completed all 

residential connections with the alley project, they de-

energized the overhead primary, and in process of 

removing old equipment, while also upgrading street 

lights.  August disconnects were delayed by a day due to 

staffing and weather, but were completed on 

Wednesday.   

EGLE/MDEQ visited the WWTP Wednesday and 

Thursday for a lab inspection/recertification and WWTP 

inspection.  Both went fairly well, with easily correctable findings, recognition of our progress, and 

to discuss a high Mercury level that F&V is investigating and believes may be a sampling or QA 

issue.  F&V also worked on the Nova filters, piecing together one with parts from both enough to 

get it running, also finally getting the replacement drive on the other working.  Parts will be needed 

to put the second back into service.  Oudbier was also in to trouble-shoot and repair a failed primary 

pump board, now back in service. 

Preparations for the final trail hike for the season and Black Family Celebration have been 

underway.  Work on the Cass Avenue, AKA “Schuur Park” continues, with the Cass County Drain 

Commission approving and issuing our permit.  The sewer extension permit for the 

Parsonage/Spruce development was also approved and issued. 

Apprentice Lineman Henry Krohne completed his third session of                                        .                           

JMAP (Joint Michigan Apprentice Program) at the Wolverine                            .                       

Power Cooperative Training Center in Cadillac, again passing 

with flying colors. 

 

Director of Public Safety Steve Grinnewald reports: 

Fire Department -The recent purchase of the new fire truck 

went into service earlier this year.  We have been very pleased with 

the truck, its resources and performance.   

We were also pleased to see our truck featured in an ad, in the 

current issue of Fireplug magazine.   

 

Police Department: The Dowagiac Police Department has taken several complaints lately of cars 

being entered with items stolen from them at night as well as vehicles being stolen from different 

areas throughout the city.  Most of the investigations revealed that the vehicles were left unlocked 

with keys left in the vehicles.  The Dowagiac Police Department would like to remind everyone to 

make sure you vehicles are locked and you do not leave packages, valuables or keys in your 

vehicles. We continuing to patrol neighborhoods and checking on anything suspicious. With your 

help, we can work together to prevent these types of crimes. 

Please call police when you see something that looks suspicious or just doesn’t seem right.   



 

After 24 years of service, this week marks the last shift for Dowagiac Police Department Officer 

Jerid Ostrom. Officer Ostrom has served with the department as a Patrol Officer since September         

of 1995. We thank Officer Ostrom for his service to our community and wish him well in his 

retirement.  

Please join us in welcoming our newest officer, Ezekiel 

Drake, welcome to the Dowagiac Police Department and the 

Dowagiac Family! 

 

Holiday Closure 

City office will be closed, Monday, Sept 2, in observance                 

of Labor Day.  Have a safe and happy weekend. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


